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gre 1ikely to be those that are at the high
tistic of the spectrum.
goest that these women do not have an identified intellectual
and use executive functioning skills to disguise their autistic traits.
appears to complicate their lives, because the manly male orientated
assessments for autism traits
»Because the inherited ratio of male to female diagnosis is around 3:1.
» with the present triad of neurodevelopmental impairments displayed as lack of
social interaction, poor social communication and restricted and repetitive
patterns of behaviour.
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ent because studies have
not specifically considered the effect for women with autism and
their study during the pandemic at university.

» Although several surveys have been carried out to investigate the
overall effect of the pandemic on disabled students at university.
»Thg Autistic Society (NAS) have carried out a study about
¢ tistim generally, an defamilies. This indicates
vere people with aut g where their

were left to cog

» Female traits also in | aging and compensation to cover
their autistic traits to fit int8 ing. diagnosis more
complex.
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Methodology:
» To gather qualitative data of the lived experience of the women

m studying during the pandemic.
nterpret themes in the formof the written responses and hence » Educational support therefore, can be inadequate, detrimental or damaging to
narratives from the open questions in the questionnaire. their wellbeing and mental health.
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rrect ethical consideration and consent ) Students Allowance. .
» Extra support from student fi England v

ess to study skills support, mentoring and
aent, termed Disabled Students Alle

American Psychiatric Association. (APA) (2013). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (DSM-5®). Washingi
Association of Providers of Non-Medical Helpers (2020) Your DSA Support and Covid-19 Student and provider Survey F
support-and-Covid-19-Student-and-NMHP-Survey-Final-Report-v.3.2.pdf. Accessed 12-02-2021

Baldwin, S. and Costley, D. (2016) The experiences and needs of female adults with high-functioning autism spectr
Bargiela, S., Steward, R. and Mandy, W. (2016) The Experiences of Late-diagnosed Women with Autism Spectrum C
Disorders, 46:10, 3281-3294.

Denscom be, M. (2017) The Good Research Guide: For Small-scale Social Research Projects. London. Open

aline during the pandemig

05/Your-DSA-

al of Autism and Developmental

Il, L., Lai, M. C., Baron-Cohen, S., Allison, C., Smith, P., Petrides, K. V. and Mandy, W. (2020) Geng
I, L., Mandy, W., Lai, M. C., Baron-Cohen, S., Allison, C., Smith, P. and Petrides, 0
velopmental Disorders, 49:3. 819-833.
I, L., V., Allison, C., Smith, P., B
5 :

adults, Autism, 24:2, 352-363.
aire (CAT-Q), Journal of Autism and

o

Hu
Hu
De
Hu Petrides, K. Spectrum Conditions, Journal of Autism and
De i

lopmental D

V

3

rders, 7. 306-317,
al of Child Psychology and Psychiatry and Allied




