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GREat Skills 
Choosing your question

Learning Objectives:

▪ To be able to identify motivations for completing a research project

▪ To be able to select a research topic

▪ To be able to evaluate a potential research question/hypothesis



I found writing a research essay both an interesting and 

useful experience. I was able to apply several, previously 

unknown to me, sociological theories to crime, a topic 

which had previously concerned me in my local area, but 

one I had not looked into academically. 

The knowledge I have gained has now further motivated 

me to make a change in my own community…It allowed 

me to expand my essay writing skills far beyond my usual 

subject work. In-depth research of this kind was harder 

than expected; not reading around the topic broadly 

enough at the start, failing to record sources as I went 

along and not focusing narrowly enough are mistakes, I 

will have learnt from and take with me to my 

undergraduate study…. 

The content I have covered lends itself to a Sociology 

degree, a subject that I previously had not considered.”

Motivations 
What’s the point?

What do you think this students’ motivations 

were? How could this have influenced their 

approach?



• Consider your motivations for completing 
your project/work 

• Future aspirations (education, career)

• Skills you want to develop

• Expand knowledge in a subject already 
studying

• Hobby or general area of interest

Do your motivations influence the topic of 
research and the approach you take in any 
way? Should they? 

Motivations 

What’s the point?



You should consider all aspects of a topic: 

• Geography/location 

• Historical context/background

• Politics 

• Sociology

• Economics 

• Ethics

• Circumstances that led to an event 

Choosing your 
question 

Exploring a topic 



Social Media
Choosing your 

question 

Task:

Mind map a topic considering as many 

different aspects as possible

❑ Perspectives to 
think about:

❑ Location

❑ History

❑ Politics

❑ Sociology

❑ Economics

❑ Ethics

❑ Circumstances



Choosing your 
question

You can start with a 

couple of key areas
Social Media

Changes over 

timeTypes of social 

media

Young people Connecting 

with others

❑ Perspectives to 
think about:

❑ Location

❑ History

❑ Politics

❑ Sociology

❑ Economics

❑ Ethics

❑ Circumstances



You can then build on these key areas with as many ideas as you can, whilst 
thinking about the different perspectives

Social Media

Changes over 

time
Types of social 

media

Young people Connecting with 

others

Greater use of smartphones

Generational differences

SnapchatTwitter

Instagram

Facebook

TikTok

Use in the UK vs other 

countries

Fake newsInstagram

Career Opportunities

Role of Influencers

New social media platforms

Cyberbullying Expanding networks

Effects on mental 

health

Sharing stories from around 

the world

❑ Perspectives to 
think about:

❑ Location

❑ History

❑ Politics

❑ Sociology

❑ Economics

❑ Ethics

❑ Circumstances



Label your key areas to ensure you have considered as many of the different perspectives as 
possible within your mind map

Historical/political- changes 

in last century

Geography- compare 

locations

Sociological

Economical



Narrowing a topic

Narrowing: Begin to highlight 

links, patterns, and ask questions 

that are of interest

Social 
Media

Young People

Cyberbullying

Pay

Effects on mental health

Rise of 
influencers

Fame

Inability to switch 
off

Body 
image

Does using 

social media 

increase 

anxiety in 

young 
people?



Choose an area of interest from your mind 
map and begin to form a draft question or 
hypothesis around this.

This will change.

Should influencers on social media platforms be 
more regulated?

What is the impact of social media on the identity of 
young people?

Does using social media daily make young people 
less productive?

‘To what extent has using social media 
platforms affected the self-esteem of 
young people’

Choosing your 
question

Drafting a question



Task:

Add as many thoughts and questions you 
have about the proposed hypothesis/question

• How might you extend the question

• What hasn’t been considered

• Points they should cover

• Resources you might already know

Choosing your 
question

Testing question



Task:

Testing question

‘To what extent has using social media affected the self 

esteem of young people?’

Realistic? Could you look at studies 

already completed?

Too Broad? What do you mean by self esteem?

Location: Compare young people in UK 

and another country?

What else would affect self esteem?

Context: Is there a change in self esteem in 

the current generation of young people 

compared to previous generations?

Look at a specific group of young people 

e.g. school leavers?

Wording? Has it happened? Can you prove it?



Checklist: Choosing your 
Question

Create your own checklist to use when choosing a question

Include the stages you will need to go through to decide whether a question would 

be effective

Considered all the different perspectives, connections and 

contexts of a topic

Tested your question, thinking about the following:

Too broad? Too simple?

Not enough time passed, can’t answer this yet?

Too many parts to the question? Wording?

Too difficult, high level, unrealistic, unanswerable?

Academically limited?

Relates to other courses too closely?

Artefact based question, need to ensure academic underpinning



Choosing your question

Learning Objectives:

▪ To be able to identify motivations for completing a research project

▪ To be able to select a research topic

▪ To be able to evaluate a potential research question/hypothesis



Any 

Questions? 
Education Support Unit

Phone: 020 8331 9127

Email: ESU@gre.ac.uk

Resources produced for are for use in 2020/2021 academic year. 

/GreenwichUniversity

@uniofgreenwich

@uniofgreenwich

© University of Greenwich, 2020 All rights reserved. May not be copied or 

reproduced without prior written permission of the University of Greenwich.
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